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LEVELS OF LOVE

COVENANNORTIANESEINING. .. Cclebrate Jesus!

Ancient Greek, the language of the New Testament, have four words that translate as LOVE:

e Agape — self-sacrificing, unconditional love

e Storge — natural, familial love, parent-child [word not found in NT]

e Phileo — affectionate, friend-based, brotherly love

e FEros — erotic sexual, romantic love, marriage. [word not found in NT]

AGAPE LOVE
JOHN 3:16, ROMANS 5:8, 1 CORINTHIANS 13, LUKE 6:32-35

e Agape love is for all people; it is the simplest love, and the least you must give to all people.
e Agape love is about ACCEPTANCE. God loves and accepts all people.
e Christ commands us not to discriminate on any basis, and to LOVE EVERYONE.

STORGE LOVE
JOHN 1:12-13, GALATIANS 6:10, ACTS 9:17

e The affectionate, institutional bond between parents and children, siblings, and extended family.
e Storge love is about IDENTITY. You come into a family.

¢ God commands us to show love to other Christians because we identify as the Body of Christ.

e We are all the same BLOOD — Bought with a price and belong to God. 1 CORINTHIANS 6:20

PHILEO LOVE

ROMANS 12:10 JOHN 21:15-19 - After Peter’s betrayal and Jesus’ resurrection

e Do you agape me more than these? - | phileo you
e Do you agape me? - | phileo you
e Do you phileo me? - 1 phileo you

e The affectionate friend-based brotherly love, deep affection and warm friendship.
o one of the bridegroom's friends who on his behalf asked the hand of the bride and
rendered him various services in closing the marriage and celebrating the nuptials.
o Like storge love with someone who is not natural blood. [CHOSEN BLOOD)].
e Phileo love is about TRUST
o PROVERBS 18:24 —friend who sticks closer than a brother.

¢ You necessarily trust family to represent you. You love them but can’t trust them.
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EROS LOVE

SONGS OF SOLOMON 1:2-4; 7:6-8. PROVERBS 5:15-19

Eros life is about COVENANT (holy and exclusive) — there is no separation. You are me.
So much sacrificial giving and receiving we can no longer tell where one begins, and one ends.

1 CORINTHIANS 6:15-17, 1 CORINTHIANS 7:4

Reserved for the marriage covenant. Do not awaken this kind of love before its time.
o Your marriage must be on fire with romance.
o Only I am permitted to feel that way about my wife and vice versa.
o We are not permitted to feel that way about anybody eclse.
o Society has made eros love the goal outside of marriage, leading many into fornication
and adultery.

IDEAL: AGAPE ——» STORGE —* PHILEO — EROS

ERRORS:

When Eros is introduced first = Lust, Fornication, Adultery
o Pornography = sexual obsession without the need for agape or phileo.
o For example — Amnon hated half-sister, leads to hate or self-hate.
o In the case of abuse, the highest desired form of love is phileo because it is safe, and
intimacy in the marriage may suffer unless there is genuine healing.
When Agape leads to Eros without Phileo
o Arranged marriages. E.g., Fiddler on the Roof
Marrying too soon or too early and not knowing the person
Possible with a lot of prayer and hard work
Unresolved personal issues.
Leads to I love you as a person, but there is something missing. Soon Eros is not enough
to sustain the relationship.
Absence of Phileo/Storge
o Anything considered more than agape goes directly to Eros — what do you want?
o When Phileo has struggled in the past = trust issues
o When Storge has struggled
= Strong agape = you are not my mother, why are you trying to control me?
= [fa relationship leads to Eros = quest to replace mother/father love, end up with
someone just like parents.
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